AUGUST 1711              Journal to Stella
journey when I return. I had a letter yesterday from the
bishop of Clogher,24 who is coming up to Dublin to his
parliament. Have you any correspondence with him to
Wexford ? Methinks, I now long for a letter from you,
dated Wexford, July 24, &c. O Lord, that would be so
pretending; and then says you, Stella can't write much,
because it is bad to write when one drinks the waters; and
I think, says you, I find myself better already, but I cannot
tell yet, whether it be the journey or the waters. Presto
is so silly to-night; yes he be; but Presto loves MD dearly,
as hope saved.
3.  Morning. I am to go this day at noon, as I told you,
to Buckleberry; we dine at twelve, and expect to be there
in four hours; I cannot bid you good-night now, because
I shall be twenty-five miles from this paper to-night, and
so my journal must have a break; so good morrow, &c.
4,  5. I dined yesterday at Buckleberry, where we lay
two nights, and set out this morning at eight, and were
here at twelve, in four hours we went twenty-six miles.
Mr. secretary was a perfect country gentleman at Buckle-
berry; he smoakt tobacco with one or two neighbours; he
enquired after the wheat in such a field; he went to visit
his hounds; and knew all their names; he and his lady25
saw me to my chamber just in the country fashion.  His
house is in the midst of near three thousand pounds a
year he had by his lady, who is descended from Jack
Newbury,26 of whom books and ballads are written; and
there is an old picture of him in the house. She is a great
favourite of mine.   I lost church to-day; but I dressed,
and shaved, and went to Court, and would not dine with
24  This letter has not been preserved.
25  p. 160 n.23
26  John Winchcombe, or Smalwode, d. 1520, a prosperous master
weaver, known as Jack of Newbury, whom legend credits with marching
to Flodden Field at the head of a hundred of his own workmen. His story
is told by Thomas Deloney. See The Pleasant Historie of John Winchcomb,
ed. Halliwell, 1859; and Work of Deloney > ed. F. O. Mann, 1912.
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